
1. What is the Central Processing Unit (CPU)?  

Answer:  The Central Processing Unit (CPU) is 

a digital circuit that processes data according 

to given instructions. It is also known as the 

processor.  

uOHu ieliqï tallh hkq l=ulao@ 
ms<s;=r( uOHu ieliqï tallh hkq ,nd § 
we;s Wmfoia wkqj o;a; ieliSu isÿ lrk 
äðg,a mßm:hls' fuh zfm%dfiirhz f,io 
ye¢kafõ' 
 

2.  What is the main function of the CPU?  

Answer:  The main function of the CPU is to 

execute instructions stored in a computer 

program. It gets data and processes it 

according to the given instructions.  

CPU  ys m%Odk ld¾hh l=ulao@ 

ms<s;=r( CPU  ys m%Odk ld¾hh jkafka 

mß.Kl jevigykl .nvd lr we;s 
Wmfoia l%shd;aul lsÍuhs' th o;a; 
,ndf.k" ,nd § we;s Wmfoia wkqj tajd 
ieliSu isÿ lrhs' 
 

3.  Where is the CPU located in a computer?  

Answer:  The CPU is fixed on the 

motherboard inside the system unit. It cannot 

normally be seen from outside the computer.  

mß.Klhl CPU  tl msysgd we;af;a 

fldfyao@ 
ms<s;=r( CPU  tl moaO;s tallh ;=< we;s 

uo¾fndaâ tl u; iú lr we;' 
idudkHfhka mß.Klfha msg; isg th 
oel.; fkdyel' 
 

4.  Why is the CPU compared to a chef in a 

kitchen?  

Answer:  The CPU is compared to a chef 

because, just as a chef processes food, the 

CPU processes data and converts it into 

information.  

CPU  tl uq¿;ekaf.hl isák m%Odk 

iQmfõÈfhl=g iudk lrkafka wehs@ 
ms<s;=r( CPU  tl iQmfõÈfhl=g iudk lrkq 

,nkafka" iQmfõÈfhl= wdydr ieliSu isÿ 
lrkakdla fukau" CPU tl o o;a; ieliSu 
isÿ lr tajd f;dr;=re njg mßj¾;kh 
lrk neúks' 
 

5.  How does the speed of the CPU affect 

computer performance?  

Answer:  The speed of the computer depends 

on the speed of the CPU. A faster CPU can 

process instructions more quickly.  

CPU  tfla fõ.h mß.Klfha 

l%shdldÍ;ajhg n,mdkafka flfiao@ 
ms<s;=r( mß.Klfha fõ.h r|d mj;skafka 
CPU  tfla fõ.h u;h' fõ.j;a CPU  

tllg Wmfoia jvd;a blaukska ielish 
yel' 
 

6.  What are the three main components of the 

CPU?  

Answer:  The three main components are the 

Arithmetic and Logical Unit (ALU), Control 

Unit (CU), and Memory Registers.  

CPU  ys m%Odk fldgia ;=k fudkjdo@ 

ms<s;=r( m%Odk fldgia ;=k jkafka 
wxl.‚; yd ;d¾lsl tallh" md,k tallh 
iy u;l frðiagr h' 
 

7. What is the Arithmetic and Logical Unit 

(ALU)?  

Answer:  The ALU is the part of the CPU that 

performs mathematical calculations and 

logical operations.  

wxl.‚; yd ;d¾lsl tallh (ALU)  hkq 

l=ulao@ 
ms<s;=r( ALU  hkq .‚;uh .Kkh lsÍï iy 

;d¾lsl l%shdldrlï isÿ lrk CPU ys 
fldgihs' 
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8.  What mathematical operations can be 

performed by the ALU?  

Answer:  The ALU can perform mathematical 

operations such as addition, subtraction, 

multiplication, and division.  

ALU  tl u.ska isÿ l< yels .‚;uh 

l%shdldrlï fudkjdo@ 
ms<s;=r( ALU  tlg tl;= lsÍu" wvq lsÍu" .=K 

lsÍu iy fn§u jeks .‚;uh l%shdldrlï 
isÿ l< yelsh' 
 

9.  What are logical operations performed by the 

ALU?  

Answer:  Logical operations include 

comparing two numbers or values. For 

example, checking whether 3 is greater than 

2.  

ALU tl u.ska isÿ lrkq ,nk ;d¾lsl 

l%shdldrlï fudkjdo@ 
ms<s;=r( ;d¾lsl l%shdldrlïj,g ixLHd fyda 
w.hka folla ixikaokh lsÍu we;=<;a fõ' 
WodyrKhla f,i" 3 hkq 2 g jvd úYd,oehs 
mÍlaId lsÍu oelaúh yel' 
 

10. What is the Control Unit (CU)?  

Answer:  The Control Unit is a component of 

the CPU that communicates between 

different parts of the computer and controls 

hardware operations.  

md,k tallh hkq l=ulao@ 
ms<s;=r( md,k tallh hkq mß.Klfha úúO 
fldgia w;r ikaksfõokh isÿ lrk iy 
oDvdx. l%shdldß;ajhka md,kh lrk CPU  

ys fldgils' 
 

11. What are the functions of the Control Unit?  

Answer:  The Control Unit controls tasks such 

as accepting input data, sending data to the 

appropriate place, and controlling input and 

output operations.  

md,l tallfha ld¾hhka fudkjdo@ 

ms<s;=r( wdodk o;a; ,nd .ekSu" o;a; iqÿiq 
ia:dkhlg heùu iy wdodk yd m%;sodk 
l%shdj,Ska md,kh lsÍu jeks ld¾hhka 
md,l tallh u.ska isÿ flf¾' 
 

12. What are memory registers?  

Answer:  Memory registers are small storage 

locations within the CPU used to temporarily 

hold data, instructions, and intermediate 

results during processing.  

u;l frðiag¾ hkq fudkjdo@ 
ms<s;=r( u;l frðiag¾ hkq o;a;" Wmfoia 
iy w;rueÈ m%;sM, ieliqï l%shdj,sh 
w;r;=r ;djld,slj r|jd ;nd .ekSu i|yd 
CPU  tl ;=< mj;sk l=vd .nvd ia:dk fõ' 

 
13. How does a dual - core processor improve 

processing?  

Answer:  A dual - core processor has two 

processing cores, allowing two tasks to be 

processed at the same time, similar to having 

two chefs preparing two meals 

simultaneously.  

Dual - core  fm%dfiirhla u.ska ieliqï 

l%shdj,sh jeäÈhqKq lrkafka flfiao@ 
ms<s;=r( Dual - core  fm%dfiirhl ieliqï 

fldar (processing cores)  folla wvx.= jk 

w;r" tu.ska tljr ld¾hhka folla 
ieliSug bv ,efí¦ fuh yßhgu tlu 
wjia:djl§ wdydr fõ,a folla ms<sfh, 
lrk iQmfõ§ka fofofkl= isàu jeks 
l%shdj,shls' 
 

14. What is the storage capacity of memory 

registers?  

Answer:  The storage capacity of memory 

registers is very low compared with other 

memory devices such as hard disks.  

u;l frðiagrj, o;a; .nvd lsÍfï 
Odß;dj fldmuKo@ 
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ms<s;=r( oDv ;eá jeks fjk;a u;l Wmdx. 
yd ii|k úg u;l frðiagrj, o;a; 
.nvd lsÍfï Odß;dj b;d wvqh' 
 

15. What is an important advantage of memory 

registers?  

Answer:  Memory registers have a very high 

data access speed.  

u;l frðiag¾j, we;s jeo.;a jdishla 
jkafka l=ulao@ 
ms<s;=r( u;l frðiag¾ i;=j b;d by< o;a; 
m%fõY fõ.hla mj;S' 
 

16. How many generations of CPUs are identified 

according to electronic technology?  

Answer:  There are four generations of CPUs.  

bf,lafg%dksl ;dlaIKhg wkqj CPU  j, 

mrïmrd lShla y÷kdf.k ;sfío@ 
ms<s;=r( CPU  j, mrïmrd y;rla we;' 

 
17. What technologies were used in the four 

generations of CPUs?  

Answer:  

• First Generation – Vacuum tubes  

• Second Generation – Transistors  

• Third Generation – Integrated circuits 

(ICs)  

• Fourth Generation – Microprocessors  

CPU  j, mrïmrd y;r ;=< Ndú;d jQ 

;dlaIKhka fudkjdo@ 
ms<s;=r( 

• m<uq mrïmrdj - ßla;l k,  

• fojk mrïmrdj - g%dkaisiagr  

• ;=kajk mrïmrdj - taldnoaO mßm:  

• isõjk mrïmrdj - laIqø ieliqï 
 

18. What was the main electronic technology 

used in first - generation computers?  

Answer:  Vacuum tubes were used in first -

generation computers.  

m<uq mrïmrdfõ mß.Klj, Ndú;d jQ 
m%Odk bf,lafg%dksl ;dlaIKh l=ulao@ 

ms<s;=r( m<uq mrïmrdfõ mß.Klj, 
ßla;l k, Ndú;d lrk ,§' 
 

19. What were some characteristics of first -

generation computers?  

Answer:  They consumed a large amount of 

power, produced a lot of heat, were very 

large, and had relatively slow processing 

speeds.  

m<uq mrïmrdfõ mß.Klj, ,laIK 
lsysmhla fudkjdo@ 
ms<s;=r( tajd úYd, úÿ,s n,hla mßfNdackh 
l< w;r" wêl ;dmhla ckkh lf<ah¦ 
tfiau tajd b;d úYd, jQ w;r idfmalaIj 
ukao.dó ieliqï fõ.hlska hqla; úh' 
 

20.  What was the main electronic technology 

used in second - generation computers?  

Answer:  Transistors were used in second -

generation computers.  

fojk mrïmrdfõ mß.Klj, Ndú;d jQ 
m%Odk bf,lafg%dksl ;dlaIKh l=ulao@ 
ms<s;=r( fojk mrïmrdfõ mß.Klj, 
g%dkaisiagr Ndú;d úh' 
 

21. How were second - generation computers 

better than first - generation computers?  

Answer:  They consumed less power, were 

smaller in size, and had faster execution 

speeds than first - generation computers.  

m<uq mrïmrdfõ mß.Klj,g idfmalaIj 
fojk mrïmrdfõ mß.Kl jvd;a fyd| 
jQfha flfiao@ 
ms<s;=r( m<uq mrïmrdfõ mß.Klj,g 
idfmalaIj tajd wvq úÿ,s n,hla mßfNdackh 
l< w;r" m%udKfhka l=vd jQ w;r" fõ.j;a 
l%shdldÍ;ajhlska o hqla; úh' 
 

22.  What was the main electronic technology 

used in third - generation computers?  

Answer:  Integrated circuits (ICs) were used 

in third - generation computers.  

f;jk mrïmrdfõ mß.Klj, Ndú;d jQ 
m%Odk bf,lafg%dksl ;dlaIKh l=ulao@ 

Page 03 
BSc, Higher Diploma in Information and Communication Technology (SLIIT)                                           

Bachelor of Information and Communication Technology (University of Colombo - UG)  

#ICT  Yx‹{£y¥{ 



ms<s;=r( f;jk mrïmrdfõ mß.Klj, 
taldnoaO mßm: Ndú;d lrk ,§' 
 

23.  What was the main electronic technology 

used in fourth - generation computers?  

Answer:  Microprocessors were used in 

fourth - generation computers.  

isõjk mrïmrdfõ mß.Klj, Ndú;d jQ 
m%Odk bf,lafg%dksl ;dlaIKh l=ulao@ 
ms<s;=r( isõjk mrïmrdfõ mß.Klj, 
uhsfl%dfm%dfiir Ndú;d lrk ,§' 
 

24.  What are the main advantages of fourth -

generation computers?  

Answer:  They consume less power, are 

smaller in size, have much higher processing 

speeds, and cost less to produce or purchase 

compared with earlier generations.  

isõjk mrïmrdfõ mß.Klj, we;s m%Odk 
jdis fudkjdo@ 
ms<s;=r( fmr mrïmrdj, mß.Kl yd ii|k 
úg" fïjd wvq úÿ,s n,hla mßfNdackh 
lrhs" m%udKfhka l=vdh" b;d by< ieliqï 
fõ.hlska hqla;h" tfukau ksIamdokh 
lsÍug fyda ñ,§ .ekSug wvq msßjehla 
orkakg isÿfõ' 
 

25.  What is the speed of the Central Processing 

Unit (CPU)?  

Answer:  CPU speed, also called clock speed, 

is the number of instructions the CPU can 

execute in a second.  

uOHu ieliqï tallfha fõ.h hkq l=ulao@ 
ms<s;=r( CPU  fõ.h ^tfiau ‘clock speed’  

f,io ye¢kafõ& hkq ;;amrhla ;=< CPU  

tlg l%shd;aul l< yels Wmfoia ixLHdjhs' 
 

26.  What unit is used to measure CPU speed?  

Answer:  CPU speed is measured in Hertz 

(Hz). Modern computer speeds are commonly 

measured in Megahertz (MHz) or Gigahertz 

(GHz).  

CPU  fõ.h uekSu i|yd Ndú;d lrk 

tallh l=ulao@ 

ms<s;=r( CPU  fõ.h ukskq ,nkafka y¾Üia 

(Hz)  j,sks' kùk mß.Klj, fõ.h 

idudkHfhka ukskq ,nkafka fu.dy¾Üia 
(MHz)  fyda .s.dy¾Üia (GHz)  j,sks' 

 
27.  What are the relationships between kilo, 

mega, and giga hertz?  

Answer:  

• 1 KHz = 1,000 Hz  

• 1 MHz = 1,000,000 Hz  

• 1 GHz = 1,000,000,000 Hz  

lsf,da y¾Üia" fu.d y¾Üia iy .s.d y¾Üia 
w;r we;s iïnkaO;djh l=ulao@ 
ms<s;=r( 

• 1 KHz = 1 ,000 Hz  

• 1 MHz = 1 ,000 ,000 Hz  

• 1 GHz = 1 ,000 ,000 ,000 Hz  

 

28.  What are millisecond, microsecond, 

nanosecond, and picosecond?  

Answer:  They are units of time:  

• 1 millisecond = 0.001 second  

• 1 microsecond = 0.000001 second  

• 1 nanosecond = 0.000000001 second  

• 1 picosecond = 0.000000000001 second  

ñ,s ;;amrh" uhsfl%da ;;amrh" kefkda 
;;amrh iy msflda ;;amrh hkq fudkjdo@ 
ms<s;=r( tajd ld,h uekSfï tall fõ( 

• 1 ñ,s ;;amrhla } ;;amr 0'001 

• 1 uhsfl%da ;;amrhla } ;;amr 0'000001 

• 1 kefkda ;;amrhla } ;;amr 0'000000001 

• 1 msflda ;;amrhla } ;;amr 0'000000000001 
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